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My best advice to you'is going to be i€ bestgidvice some veteran wives gave
me...have pectations. | say thi#With . .
2 N
| want you to know a couple ng at | wish | realized earlier on and some
things that might talk you ofi#the Iedge like a fine wine, time makes a
difference in your aviatio e experience. e ks -
R 27
Seniority\#r be d. As your pilot's seniority number
‘anges ere sfhafSits in percentage compared to the rest of the pi
CLT, fIylngt e'sapie eqmpmept'

th of each m‘ﬂ;h your pilot's blds are due On the6th of each
, their schedule’is released. Communicate the day. u hope to e

pur p|Iot home py the 8th so that your plloFin star 51!%“9 Iayers
Although there jis no gu:AJ'antee, o’ commun ation will re in bew

chances. ;."" e @; glf‘ —

Let's break it dowmmth an example: -

g oL b
Let's assume we are in March. March
needs to start thinkin about biddine

program Called P S w l:e the request""’_;-

ﬁ.?
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If your pilot submits layers with too many restrictions, your
\\t\_/ pilot will not resolve in any of the layers and the system will
\Z@ N .. just plug your pilot into a schedule based
on the needs of the airline. They basically burn your cake.
Be mindful of this when
bidding. Don’t bid greedy because it can bite you.




Write out a list of important dates with the events attached
and communicate to your pilot BEFORE bidding even begins.

Set Realistic Expectations.
Junior pilots, especially, will have a tough time getting holidays off.
They're competing against more senior pilots with better odds. Prepare to
celebrate holidays early or late.

Seniority matters.

Solutions and Resolutions if the cake burns:

e Drop or Trade Trips: Your pilot can call PBS scheduling admins for
tips on how. to improve their bid or try to drop or trade.

e Non-Rev Travel Adventures:
o- Non-rev travel is a privilege but comes with risks. Ive made it onto
a red-eye as the #33 D2 with kids,“only to get stranded in ttaly.
Another time, | flew to Spain to meet my husband, only to find hls
flight-canceled. -Despite the chaos, these experiences can be
adventures if you appreach them with flexibility. _
Pro tip: Join the Admiral’s Club. It’s a //fesaver with amenifies
like showers, private rooms, and snacks for your family during
long waits.

e Virtual Conpection: - .

o" FaceTime and Zoom are game-changers. My husband, a “slam-
click” {meaning he stays in his hotel room between flights), often
joins us_virtually for family dinners.or even school meetings. On
one_trip, he ate dinner in-his hotel-while video chatting with us,
and. we met with our'dccountant together via Zoom.

<L, Oncel vented to a friend
about my husband’s five-

/L \_ day trip. She reminded me
= her husband was on his
-300th day of deployment.
Perspective matters.
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Deadhead

o Definition: When a pilot or crew
member is traveling as a
passenger to their next
assignment, at no personal cost.
They are not working the flight
but are simply being transported.

o Example: "He's deadheading
back to New York to fly his Miami
turn."

o Spouse Tip: When your partner is
deadheading, it means they're
not actively working the flight,
but they are on duty.

o Definition: Aseat in the cockpit
reserved for other crew
members, such as pilots traveling
off duty. It is located in the
cockpit and is a way for crew
members to get around when
there is no cabin seat. It can also
be used for training purposes.

o Example: "She's flying back home

in the jump seat because the

flight was full."



When s/he’s flving for the
holidavs...

Holidays without your pilot spouse at home can be a challenge,
especially when your picture-perfect plans take a detour. This
narrative dives into the realities of life as a pilot's spouse during the
holiday season and offers practical tips to find joy, create new
traditions, and celebrate meaningful connections—no matter when or
) how the holiday comes together.

When | thought about getting married, | dreamed of a partner who
loved to travel. In my mind, we'd spend summers in Bali, Christmases

= in Vail, and have a scrapbook full of jet-setting memories. | didn't
, consider, at the time, my full time job or starting a family. Now,
/ | o vacations are far and few between.

g;‘\_ Being married to a pilot isn't always glamorous, but it does come with
f its own special kind of love story—one written between flight
schedules, snow-covered driveways you shovel alone, and FaceTime
calls during layovers. | love my husband with all my heart, but
sometimes his schedule... well, let’s just say it's the Grinch who stole
my holiday plans.

Take this year, for example. My husband, Adrian, is based in ORD
(Chicago). While he's fairly senior, he still doesn’t have Christmas off.
In fact, he has only one day off between Christmas and New Year's. My

elaborate plans of cookie baking, light tours, and Christmas card-
worthy snow globe mornings? Out the airplane window they go.
But if I've learned anything in this life of schedules and swaps, it's that
flexibility is key. It's easy to get caught up in the theories about
holiday bidding: senior pilots should let junior ones have time off,
asking for time off guarantees you won't get it, or “just don't expect
holidays off, ever.” Truth is, sometimes you're the pigeon, and
sometimes you're the statue. This year, our family feels more like the
latter.

é‘ And you know what? That's okay. It might not look like a Hallmark
movie, but we'll make our own magic. Instead of waiting for the 24th,
we'll leave cookies out for Santa on the 22nd. We'll bake, open
presents, and do all the festive things before “real Christmas" rolls
around. My 4-year-olds, Michael and Maddy, won't know the
difference. The meaning of the holiday—love, connection, and time
together—still shines through.



Tips for Surviving Any Holiday Without Your Pilot Spouse

I. Celebrate Early or Late

Who says the holiday has to be on the actual date? Shift your
celebrations to when your pilot is home and create a "second
Christmas" or Thanksgiving.

2. Keep the Kids in the Loop
Frame the change as exciting! For example, tell them Santa made a
special early stop just for your family.

3. Plan Virtual Moments
Schedule a video call for gift unwrapping or dinner time.
Seeing each other’s faces helps bridge the gap.

o 4.Rely on Your Village
‘Lean on friends, family, and neighbors. Invite others
over to keep the festive spirit alive and share the
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plify or Create Your Own Traditions

us on what matters most: maybe it's baking cookies
or watching a favorite movie. And develop your own
unique holiday rituals, like writing notes to each other !
or recording special holliy messages.

6. Send Love on the Road
Pack a hollday care package&th snacks, cards, or
ur spouse to open durlng their trip.

the day, the holidays are about love, connection, and tog of
son, over a screen, or in spirit. Life with a pilot means a
sometlmes elebratingona dlfferent timeline. But the j

ons—whether they're
if you're listening, a little holiday
- hedulmg magic would st|II be greatly appreciated! i A
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Vacation bidding is quickly approaching!
January 2 — January 12

Please talk to your pilot about the how's
and why's.

Read. There are some great resources on
the APA website. Compass Project has a
Vacation Bidding guide. And don’t forget
to read the Pilot Vacation Annual Yacation
Bid and Award (AVBA) provided by
American Airlines.

Make a list of priorities and provide them
to your pilot.
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Savannah's 20Ist i
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Join Us

January 28, 2025

Dinner - 5-7 p.m.
Rodeo - Begins at 7:30 p.m.

Dinner and admission to the rodeo
are included. Parking is not included.

You may request up to 4 tickets.
Additional tickets may be distributed
based on availability. Please note that »

space is limited, and we may not be
able to fulfill all ticket requests.

MUSTRSVP BY JAN. 15
Start Date/Time:

2025-01-28 17:00:00
E;;‘;’g:eggr;zo January 28, 2025
?:ort Worth Stock Show Rodeo
Family Awareness Event
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Spouse Kat and meets virtually!! The
ocus is on community and friendship-
~-nothing aviation related!! If you are a
pilot spouse looking for an escape--

is is a great way to engage and meet
ers!

March 15,2025
Chlcago St. Patrick’s Day
Parade
https /[stpattysdaychicag
o.com/
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